
Mississippi silvery minnow
Hybognathus nuchalis

Kingdom:
Division/Phylum:
Class:
Order:
Family:

FEATURES
The Mississippi silvery minnow grows to an average length 
of three to fi ve inches. Its stout body is brown to yellow-
green on the back and has a wide yellow-green stripe. The 
sides are silver, and the belly is silver-white. The dorsal fi n 
is pointed. The breeding male has bumps on the front of its 
body and most of its fi ns.

BEHAVIORS
The Mississippi silvery minnow may be found statewide in 
Illinois. This small fi sh lives in creeks and rivers. The Mis-
sissippi silvery minnow swims in schools near the bottom 
along with several other minnow species. It spawns in 
spring with the eggs deposited over the bottom.  This fi sh 
eats algae and dead organic matter that it fi nds on the 
bottom.

Animalia
Chordata
Osteichthyes
Cypriniformes
Cyprinidae

HABITATS

� bottomland forests   

❑ coniferous forest   

� southern Illinois lowlands   

❑ upland deciduous forest  

ILLINOIS STATUS

� common  ❑ endangered  ❑ threatened

� native  ❑ exotic

ILLINOIS RANGE
Permanent resident:  statewide
Summer resident:  
Migrant:  
Winter resident:    

BIBLIOGRAPHY
Illinois Department of Natural Resources. 1999.
Biodiversity of Illinois, Volume 2: Woodland Habitats CD-ROM.


